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Net Zero Carbon E

On July 1st, 2025, Boston’s amended
Zoning Article 37, Green Buildings

Boston’s NZC
Zoning Code

and Net Zero Carbon standards, took
effect for projects submitting new Municipal Opt-in
] ] . Specialized Code
Article 80 Small Project Review
Applications (SPRAs), Article 80B
Large Project Notification Forms
(PNFs) and some Notice of Project

Changes (NPCs).

MA’s Stretch Energy Code

Base Code



Net Zero Carbon

Emissions standards (kgCO2e/SF/yr)
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Article 37
Updates

=

Key Amendments:

Adds standards for Net Zero Carbon (NZC) limiting building
operational greenhouse gas emissions to zero for most
building use types.

Lowers the applicability threshold for the new NZC
standards to include Article 80E Small Projects greater than
20,000 SF or 15 or more residential units.

Adds standards for Embodied Carbon Life Cycle Analysis
(LCA) reporting for Article 80B Large Projects greater than
50,000 SF

REMOVED the Carbon Neutral Building Assessment
requirements in the Design and Construction filing stages



Subject to Appllcablllty of

Net Zero

S et Zero Carbon

New Buildings 15+ Units / 20,000+ SF, Additions 50,000+ SF

Does not include:

* Hospital Additions (no SF limit)
* Renovations (no SF limit)

« Changes of Use (no SF limit)

* Additions under 50,000 Gross SF



Comprehensive > o E
Sustainability Apphcablhty Of

8 LEED Green Buildings

New Buildings 50,000+ SF / Additions 50,000+ SF

Any project subject to or electing to comply with Article 80 B
Large Project Review.

* LEED Green Building (same)

« Carbon Neutral Bldg Assessment (CNBA) discontinued
* Net Zero Carbon (new)

 Embodied Carbon Life Cycle Assessment (new)
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Initial Filing Design Filing Construction
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Included in the Prior to Building Permit application Prior to Certificate of Occupancy
SPRA or PNF documents Permit application

Both Small and Large Project Article 37 submissions and compliance
reviews occur at three project phases.



Emissions Intensity Calculator
I

First Emissions Compliance Year (Yr of Construction _
2025 .
completion) yeat

PROPOSED BUILDING - USE, ENERGY AND GENERATION DATA

This subtitle provides a brief explanation of the table below.
District Electrici

Use square Footage | Building Use Type Annual Grid Annual Natural Gas |District Steam (Vicinity - District Steam ( District Steam (MATEP) | District Chilled Water
(sq.ft) (Choose from dropdown) | Electricity Use (kwn) Use (MMBtu) (A Longfellow) (/ (» (MATEP)
0.00 0.00 i i i i

|Largest Primary Building Use 0.00
Second Largest Building Use 0.00
Third Largest Building Use 0.00
|TOTALS 0.00

PV annual electricity production (in AC) | o

0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00

Required inputs:
> Building Uses
-» Areas
-> Predicted Energy Use

- Solar PV production (optional)

For stakeholder discussion - June 2, 2025 m



Emissions Intensity Calculator

Resulting Calculations:

- Predicted Carbon
Emissions Intensity until
2050

- Action when non-
compliant

- Amount of renewable
energy to be purchased

- Amount of fossil emissions

to be offset or eliminated

For stakeholder discussion - June 2, 2025
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Carbon Emissions Intens

Whole building Emissions Intensity Limits and Reduction
. Projections
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Year

==t Annual CO2e Emissions Intensity (kgCO2e fft2/yr

Reduction in Electricity Emissions y (with PV) and default electricity

==t Blended Emissions Intensity Limits (kgCO2e/SF fyr)
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Emissions Intensity Calculator
I

ENERGY SOLUTIONS FOR NZC - ELECTRICAL EMISSIONS only

This subtitle provides a brief explanation of the table below.

Renewable Energy Needed to Mitigate Electricity Emissions

Over Limit [KWh]
|option 1 Utility Plan

)€ it j
|ANDI OR Option 2 MassClass 1 RECs / PPAs ( /yr
Remainder Renewable Energy Needed to Mitigate Electricity kwWh/ yr 2025
Emissions Over Limit [kWh

Note: Negative value signifies a Net energy positive design and the value is equivalent to the amount of avoided carbon (intensity)

Solution Pathways available on tool:
- Reduced Energy Use with more efficient envelope and energy systems

- Increase Solar PV production

- Utility Service Plan
- RECs/ Power Purchase Agreements

- Alternative Compliance Payments for fossil fuel emissions
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important Links. Editable fields
LCA Reporting Guidance Link
Embodied Carbon Practitioner's Toalkit

Select from dropdown
Article 37 Submittal Requirements

Results

Enter Building Name Here, Boston

This section captunes data ond
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https://www.bostonplans.org/documents/planning/policy-planning/article-37-green-building-and-climate-resiliency-g/lca-reporting-template-20250620
https://www.bostonplans.org/documents/planning/policy-planning/article-37-green-building-and-climate-resiliency-g/lca-reporting-template-20250620
https://www.bostonplans.org/documents/planning/policy-planning/article-37-green-building-and-climate-resiliency-g/lca-reporting-template-20250620
https://www.bostonplans.org/getattachment/73d0f224-e86d-4b43-91dd-7d4bf0afdffe
https://www.bostonplans.org/getattachment/73d0f224-e86d-4b43-91dd-7d4bf0afdffe
https://www.bostonplans.org/getattachment/73d0f224-e86d-4b43-91dd-7d4bf0afdffe

ARTICLE 37 WEBSITE

New resources and content are now available on the Article 37 Website

Links to Zoning Language, Guidelines, Resources and Case Studies


https://www.bostonplans.org/planning-zoning/planning-initiatives/article-37-green-building-guidelines

